i94               THE  TIME  OF  MY  LIFE

to retire from practice gave me the lay of the land along with
some hints on the appropriate attitude of an independent doctor
in a one-man mining camp. "You'll have all the work you can
do," said he, "if you keep your inouth shut, mind your own
business, and don't allow your sympathies to get out of hand.
This town wouldn't be here if it wasn't for the mine, and the
mine couldn't run without someone as hard-boiled as MacDonald
at the head of it,

"And if you're wise/' he continued, "you'll stand behind Kuhn,
the mine doctor. There's plenty of crippled men around here
who'll want your opinion as to whether he couldn't have done
something more or better for them when they were hurt. I always
say no one could possibly know, unless he saw the original injury
and watched how it was treated; no one looking for a lawsuit
can make anything out of that, and it's the truth.

"Kuhn doesn't do any private practice if he can get out of it,
which means he'll send you some good cases and call you in
consultation if he finds you're not trying to cut in on his contract.
You couldn't get his job if you tried, and you wouldn't like it if
you had it."

This good advice no doubt tended to clothe my conduct in
circumspection and curb my natural inclination to pity the under-
dog before I knew whether or not he had a death grip on the top
dog's vitals.

As the kindly old doctor predicted, I was soon deep in the
always interesting, and very frequently puzzling, ramifications of
general practice, in what was probably one of the most cosmo-
politan and uninhibited communities of its size to be found any-
where. In every respect it was still a pioneer country, but differed
from those of bygone days in climate, inaccessibility, isolation,
and ready money. There were few women, relatively, to men,
and few Infirmities in either sex were due to constitutional disease
or advancing years; it was also still a young man's country, with
intemperance, exposure, and external violence the chief causes
0f disabilities. These responded rather quickly, if at all, to treat-

Tbe mine hospital was supported by monthly assessments from
each employee, therefore no private patients were admitted except
in extreme emergency. But three miles across the channel in the
territorial capital a larger^ better-equipped institution operated
by the Sisters of St. Aon was available to us if and when it could